Fun & Friendship Riders

GWTA - Chapter F Newsletter

Hi Everyone,
Christmas is here and we were given quite the gifts this year. Two new grand babies and
another year of friendship.
Hopefully you have all thought about the things we would like to do next year together. I am
hoping maybe a New Years ride and/or
lunch together to start off the year. What do ya think? Chinese, Italian or American?
Have a few Christmas Facts for you.
1.
2.
3.
4.

Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer was supposed to be a Moose.
Twelve days of Christmas cost $34,363.49
Two turtledoves represents the old and new testament
Before turkey it was popular to serve a pigs
head and mustard
5. The word mistletoe is from the Anglosaxon word
Mistletan, which means little dung twig"
Hope you all have a wonderful Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Vonda and Gary

Can you remember the last time you bid on something in an auction
without knowing what it was? That sounds a bit like a recipe for
disaster doesn’t it? Well, I am here to tell you it can be fun too.
Every year the GWTA folks from Chapter I – Whidbey Island,
host a dinner and “Bottle” auction to help raise money for their
various charities on Whidbey Island. The idea is for folks who
plan on attending the event to purchase something contained
within a glass bottle and wrap it and bring it with them to the
dinner. It will be put with the other unknown objects and
auctioned off after the always wonderful dinner is served. For
the last few years, the event has taken place at the Coupeville Rec
Hall and provides a great venue for fun and friendship.
Chapter F usually goes up early in the day and spends time
exploring the many things to see on Whidbey Island before
heading over to Coupeville for the festivities. The time before
and during dinner provides a great opportunity to catch up with old
friends and meet new ones before the real cut throat bidding
starts. Due to the fact that everything is wrapped, bidding goes
on without knowing what kind of “great or not so great deal” you
might end up winning.
Sometimes you get lucky and get something you know an immediate
use for, other times you have to wonder what you are really going
to do with the 40 lbs of MM’s you just bought. No matter what
you end up with though – it is great to know that you are helping
Chapter I give back to their community. After the festivities
wind down, we usually go back to our hotel for the night – where
the party continues into the wee morning hours.
I for one, am planning on keeping my eyes open on my travels this
year for anything I believe may provide “fun” for somebody to own
next year as the result of a blind auction bid.
Craig Alberts

(FUN pics on the next page)

What a way to avoid the election - jump on the bikes
and head to Mt Rainer

Danny’s squash
A present from Dad

Polar Express - Elbe

Silverman’s
kitchen after
Thanksgiving

Poinsettias at Molbaks

Garden of Lights - Bellevue

A new rider for
Chapter F?
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Didja Know?

 Most of Santa’s reindeer have male-sounding names,
such as Blitzen, Comet, and Cupid. However, male
reindeers shed their antlers around Christmas, so the
reindeer pulling Santa’s sleigh are likely not male, but
female or castrated (ouch!)

 According to the Guinness world records, the tallest
Christmas tree ever cut was a 221-foot Douglas fir that
was displayed in 1950 at the Northgate Shopping
Center in Seattle, Washington (Go Seattle!)

 During the Christmas season, nearly 28 sets of LEGO
are sold every second (Let’s build us a bigger tree)

 Engineers that designed the Voyager Space Mission
planned things out so it would avoid planetary
encounters during Thanksgiving and Christmas

 Japanese people traditionally eat at KFC for Christmas
dinner, thanks to a successful marketing campaign 40
years ago. KFC is so popular that customers must place
their Christmas orders 2 months in advance

 One of the reasons we leave milk and cookies for Santa
is because Dutch kids would leave food and drink for St.
Nicholas on his feast day

 Though Santa Claus has worn blue and white and green
in the past, his traditional red suit came from a 1930s
ad by Coca Cola

Yes, I rode over to the apple cup. Got into some
snow going over, but no time to pull off to take
a picture of a dumb ass on a Goldwing.
~Steve Mason~

White Cap
Jell-o Salad
Created by:

Bonnie Holdsworth
This is a recipe that we always looked forward to at Christmas at
Grandma’s house. Yes, the same Grandma in the previous article
about her farm.

2 small packages of Jell-o: 1 red 1 green
1 small can of crushed drained pineapple
1 6 Oz package of creamed cheese
1 cup mini marshmallows
1/2 cup real whipping cream, best whipped with powdered sugar to make volume of 1 cup
1) A glass 8x12 pan works best, but not necessary
2) Prepare 1 pkg Jell-o (your choice of color depending on the occasion)
3) I use ice in place of cold water for quicker set, let set.
4) Cream together cream cheese and drained pineapple, add whipped whip cream and fold in
mini marshmallows, spread onto first layer of set Jell-o.
5) Put in fridge to set while making top layer of Jell-o.
6) Make top pkg of Jell-o also with quick set method, let set in
fridge approx 10 min but no more so it will
7) Spread over whipped layer easily, sprinkle a few mini
marshmallows on top so your plastic wrap won’t stick to top.
8) I suggest making the night before needed so it is firmly set and
you don’t stress.

